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 AS WE GATHER  

It would be a strange thing for God to send His Son to prepare the way of salvation 

for the world and then not give us a way to receive that salvation. 

“Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that He might bring us to God.” ~1 Peter 3:18 

How does Jesus “bring us to God”? 

Peter says “Baptism . . . now saves you.” ~1 Peter 3:21 

Here is the most important way: Jesus sends the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

who works repentance and faith in the heart. 

Saving faith is not a product of our own effort, decision, or desire. 

It is always the gift of God, continually renewed and strengthened by the Holy Spirit 

working through God’s Word and Sacraments. 

As our Easter celebration continues, we are drawn closer to our Lord, 

who remains close to us, as He said: “I am with you always.” ~Matthew 28:20 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

Hymn  THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE  #482 

 

 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Bless our God, O peoples; 

C let the sound of His praise be heard. 

P Blessed be God, because He has not rejected my prayer 

C or removed His steadfast love from me! ~Psalm 66:8&20 
 

① 



 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

P Beloved of God, Jesus said “I will be with you always.” 
 Let us take Him at His word and come into His presence, 
  sharing our great need of Him as we confess our sins 
  and ask for forgiveness. 

SILENCE FOR PERSONAL MEDITATION & CONFESSION 
P Together we say: 
C I confess to almighty God all my sins 
  with which I have offended You, 
  especially the sin of trying to go it alone without You. 
 On my own I am weak, and sin so easily makes me forget 
  Your Word and will for my life. 
 I have sinned in many ways by evil thoughts, words, and deeds. 
 Because of Your merciful death on the cross 
  and in the power of Your resurrection from the dead, 
  let me hear from You the words of Your grace 
  and forgiveness and new life.  
 Amen. 
P In keeping with His promise, the Lord sends another helper, 
  the Holy Spirit, to deliver His own words of forgiveness. 
 So now, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, 
  I forgive you all your sins— 
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Alleluia, amen! 
 

 WORD  

 
PSALM 119:89-93  INTROIT PSALM 119:105 

P Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
C Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 
  you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 
P By your appointment they stand this day, for all things are your servants. 
C If your law had not been my delight 
  I would have perished in my affliction. 
P I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
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② 



KYRIE  LORD, HAVE MERCY  MARK 10:47  LSB 204 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 
GLORIA  GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

LUKE 2:14  JOHN 1:29  LSB 204 
 

C ♫ To God on high be glory, and peace to all the earth; 
goodwill from God in heaven proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing— 
our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 

To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; receive our heartfelt cry, 

where you in pow’r are seated at God’s right hand on high— 
 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit alone are Lord Most High 
in God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Come to us, Spirit of Christ, and teach us the way, the truth, and the life. 
C Help us to keep Your holy commandments 
  and  to love You with our whole heart and our neighbor as ourselves— 
  for You live and reign with the Father and the Son, one God, 
  now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY  ACTS 17:16-31 
PAUL IN ATHENS 

 

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in 
the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the 
marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Some of 
the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some 
said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to 
be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and 
the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, 
saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 
For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore 
what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who 
lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing 
something new. 
 

③ 
 



So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along 
and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with 
this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in  
temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath 
and everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind 
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods 
and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, 
and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 
not far from each one of us, for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’” 
Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being 
is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a 
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.” 

 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

 GRADUAL  

ADAPTED FROM MATTHEW 28:7; HEBREWS 2:7; PSALM 8:6 
P Christ has risen from the dead. 
C God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor. 
P He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 
C He has put all things under His feet. 

 

④



EPISTLE   1 PETER 3:13-22 

SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE 
 

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But 
even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you 
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be 
God’s will, than for doing evil. 
 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made 
alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 
prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, 
which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from 
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been 
subjected to him. 
 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

VERSE  LSB 205 
PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
These things are written that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

⑤ 



HOLY GOSPEL  JOHN 14:15-21 

JESUS PROMISES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you.” 
 

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while 
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, 
you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 
 

Hymn  COME, HOLY GHOST, CREATOR BLEST  #498 

 

SERMON  “BIRTHING (BAPTIZING) BABIES!”  1 PETER 3:21-22 

1. Babies are people too—Matthew 28:19-20 & Acts 2:38-39  
2. Jesus especially invites little children to come to Him—Luke 18:15-17 
3. As sinners, babies need what Baptism offers—John 3:5-6 & Ephesians 2:3 
4. Babies can possess faith—Matthew 18:6 

 

OFFERING  OFFERTORY 
Hymn  FATHER WELCOMES  #605 

While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your names in the fellowship registers, 
indicating the date and time of the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, 
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers (home, 
work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them 
stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect them. Thank you! 

 

⑥ 



 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
PLEASE STAND 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 
C and for all people according to their needs. 
P We give You praise and thanksgiving, almighty God, 
  that You do not leave us or forsake us but come to us 
  and all the world by Your Holy Spirit working through Your Word. 
C By His help we worship and glorify You 
  and take continual refuge in Your great mercy and grace. 
 Abide with us, and keep us close to You, 
  that we may share in Your great life and love. 
P Lift up Your whole Church in the Spirit of Christ, 
  and especially those You call and send, 
  who give us Your gifts of forgiveness and Your Word of truth. 
C Be with us always with Your mercy, protection, and love. 
P Grant Your blessings to all in the authority of government 
  in our nation and throughout the world, 
C that we may lead peaceful and quiet lives, 
  godly and dignified in every way. 
P Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. 
C Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. 
 Bring consolation to those in sorrow. 

SPECIAL PETITIONS & PRAISES 
P For all those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, 
  we give thanks, 
C and those who have loved and served You in Your Church 
  who now rest from their labors: 

SILENCE FOR REMEMBRANCE 
P Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, 
C and bring us at last to the joys of Your heaven kingdom. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  
C trusting in Your mercy—through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Alleluia, amen! 
 

 
 

⑦ 



 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
(Saturday) 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole Church 
as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

⑧ 



CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE NICENE CREED 

(Sunday) 

C I believe in one God, 
  the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the only-begotten Son of God, 
  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 
  very God of very God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  being of one substance with the Father, 
  by whom all things were made; 
  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
  He suffered and was buried. 
  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
   and ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory 
   to judge both the living and the dead, 
  whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord and giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together 
  is worshiped and glorified, 
  who spoke by the prophets. 
  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Us means all people. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole  

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine.  
 

⑨ 



 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 
our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 
table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or 
an elder. Alcohol-removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 

 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 

 
 PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
  and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
  everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Praising You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
  we give You thanks that You send us the Helper, Your Holy Spirit, 
  that we are not left alone but always strengthened in faith 
  through Your Word and Sacraments 
P Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 
  and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
  with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
  evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

ISAIAH 6:3  MATTHEW 21:9  LSB 208 
C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Blessèd are You, Lord of heaven and earth, 
  for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
  and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
  and be our Savior. 
C With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 
  by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

⑩ 



P Having accomplished His goal of salvation through His death and resurrection, 

  He now sends us His Spirit that He may be with us 

  through all our days, that we may walk by faith and not by sight. 

C Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 

  we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

  with Your Word and the Holy Spirit, the Helper. 

 Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 

  as He bids us do in His own testament. 

P Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

C To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship— 

  with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Alleluia, amen! 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9-13 

C ♫ Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

 for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
ALBERT HAY MALOTTE; ARRANGED BY FRED BOCK; © 1935, 1976 SHIRMER, INCORPORATED; CCLI 1212705 

 SATURDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 WITH THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 WORDS OF OUR LORD  

MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 

 
PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  LAMB OF GOD  JOHN 1:29  LSB 210 

 

C ♫ O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, and grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

⑪ 



 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn  ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS  #821 
Hymn  HOLY SPIRIT, LIGHT DIVINE  #496 
Hymn  DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL, REJOICE  #556 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  SONG OF SIMEON  LUKE 2:29-32  LSB 211 
 

PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ O Lord, now let Your servant depart in heav’nly peace, 
for I have seen the glory of your redeeming grace: 

a light to lead the Gentiles unto your holy hill, 
the glory of your people, your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 
all glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 

for as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P With thankful hearts we give You praise, gracious Father, 
  for renewing and strengthening our baptismal faith 
  by Your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ and of His resurrection. 
C Because He lives we will live also— 
  through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
  now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

 
 BENEDICTION  

P The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Alleluia, amen! 

 
Hymn  CHRIST HAS ARISEN, ALLELUIA  #466 
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